Transcatheter aortic valve replacement using the Edwards SAPIEN transcatheter heart valves.
Transcatheter aortic valve replacement has a place in the therapy for valvular aortic stenosis in a selected population of patients with increased risk for standard aortic valve replacement. The SAPIEN family of balloon-expandable transcatheter heart valves is the prototype that initiated this therapy and has undergone rapid development and evolution. The SAPIEN system has taught cardiologists and cardiac surgeons much about the nature of aortic stenosis and the potential for less invasive therapy. This article will review the SAPIEN transcatheter heart valves and the clinical experience.